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Belgian post Consultation Forum comments on the working document on energy labelling of general lighting and luminaires 

Please find the Belgian comments regarding the draft delegated regulation on the energy labelling of general lighting and luminaires. These comments follow the Consultation Forum of 2011-07-05. 
General remarks

In general, Belgium welcomes the draft delegated regulation and its related explanatory note and thanks the Commission for its substantial effort to design a comprehensive and well elaborated document. However, we noted that several options were left open after the Consultation Forum. This is apparently due to the difficulty to combine the various technologies available on the market - some of which with quick development - into a common classification and to find the best way to push the market towards higher energy savings.
The options left open will therefore have to be fixed at the Technical Forum of September 2011, although this forum was initially just foreseen to accurately complete the technical details of the draft regulation. Due to the new procedure for delegated acts following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, this means that a general consultation of the member states on a “mature” document could be missed – save via the experts sent to the Technical Forum. 
We believe that this situation makes it necessary to agree on a general framework of the regulation before further technical work can be completed within the Technical Forum. 
The criteria should be: (1) availability of the technologies on the market; (2) easiness for the consumer to understand the label and compare the products; (3) sensible comparison of the technologies in relationship with their energy savings and their further energy saving potential,  technology neutrality being preserved, no technology should be disadvantaged or phased out in absence of replacement technology; (4) the label must be an incentive for the industry to develop still more efficient products over classes with a view of their compatibility with  existing luminaires at a time; (5) feasibility of the chosen options; (6) avoidance of negative effects. 

Belgium is in favour of:

· One single label for the various technologies (criterion 2) with option C of the explanatory note for the calculation method (EEI) and possible well evaluated correction factors ; the distinct formula for < or > 1300 lumens should be revised for high flux LEDs in order not to artificially favour these LEDs – see DE doc (crit 3 and 4). However, we are not against a general rescaling at the start of the process, as D and E classes will be phased out soon (crit 4). Additional B/W or simplified versions of the label should be avoided (crit 2);

· Using the label as guidance for some functionality aspects useful for replacement decision, eg. colour rendering and colour temperature (with logo’s/pictograms): the label is what the customer first concentrates on. It is then of critical importance for the well functioning of the energy labelling that the customer easily finds what he needs in the range of technologies presented and is not disappointed at the end. Putting this information on the packaging and the fiche might be insufficient for the default customer (crit 2 and 6);
· Including professional products: labelling is for products not applications and there is indeed some overlap between professional and household products, eg. professional products may be or will be sold in specialized electro-stores, do-it-yourself etc. (crit 1). Classifying professional products on an energy saving scale will have to be performed anyway soon or later (crit 3);
· Excluding the labelling of luminaires: this kind of labelling is in a way application dependent and hardly feasible in the distribution chain; it is also difficult to check during market surveillance (crit 5). Also, the consumer might be induced to buy contrary to his needs (crit 2), with negative effects on the energy saving (crit 6);

· Regulating the products in the shapes they are put on the market: lamps, self-ballasted lamps, LED modules, lamps with converters, … are different items in terms of energy savings. The tests according to the verification procedure (to the standards) should be performed on the products as they come on the market, without need to pull out, cut, dismantle parts (crit 5).    
Detailed remarks :

Title and whereas:
· Delete “and household luminaires” in title and whereas (7) to (9)

· Delete whereas (5)

Article 2:

· Delete definitions 14 and 15
Article 7:

· “no later” meaning that the review is completed at the end of the four years

Article 8:

· OK for the 12 months

Articles 9 and 10:

· OK for the proposed dates to be inserted

Annex I:

· Delete B/W label

· Delete 1.(3)

· Delete 2.

Annex II:

· Replace “For household luminaires” and 1.(f) by :

“For LED lamps and LED modules:

(f) photobiological safety risk group at a distance of 200mm according to EN 62471 with the mention : “For risk group higher than 0, children and light-sensitive people should avoid exposure to this lamp”

Rationale : this information is necessary to allow the customer to make a choice knowing the specific risk for the health due to the high intensity of LED lamps  

Annex V:

· Delete 2.

Final remark
As already said in another context and recalled by several member states, we ask the Commission not to adopt this delegated regulation before the vote on the ecodesign regulation for directional lamps has taken place in the Regulatory Committee.
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