Proposal Ecodesign requirement for directional lamps, light emitting diode lamps and halogen lighting converters: BE position
Belgium welcomes the proposal from the Commission for Ecodesign Requirements on directional lamps, light emitting diode lamps and halogen lighting converters. Requirements should be ambitious, but they should also be technically feasible and they should not have a negative environmental and economic impact.
Given the complexity of the subject, Belgium wishes that the Commission accompanies the Ecodesign working document by an “Explanatory Note” in order to facilitate the understanding of the document.
BE suggests that the Commission organizes a “Technical Forum” bringing experts together to discuss the details of the technical issues as it is foreseen for the proposal of delegated regulation with regard to energy labelling of general lighting lamps and household luminaires. Both technical fora for ecodesign of directed lamps and energy labelling of lamps could be merged as there is overlap of the technical issues. 

Scope and definitions 

Belgium calls for a scope better specified towards certain definitions which still require to be worked at, for example the definition 14 concerning the "LED lamp" now "LED modules". A better coherence will allow the economic actors to prepare the correct implementation of the regulation but will also allow the member states to organize at best the market surveillance.
Risk  of UV emissions
Belgium asks that the risks due to the UV emissions are clarified in the document to correctly inform the consumers.  
Consumer information about health risk related to the use of lamps (photobiological risks, both UV and blue light): 
* to indicate photobiological safety Risk Group, assessed at a distance of 200 mm, on the packaging of lamps (directed on non-directed). For light sources falling under Risk group 1, it is necessary to indicate the safety distance beyond which the classification returns to the Risk group 0.

* to set in the manual the information about vulnerable population groups who should avoid the exposure (“not to use in schools, maternity wards”…”special precaution is needed for patients who are light–sensitive or who take light-sensitization medicines,  ”)
Belgium asks that the Commission takes into account that the mandate is given to SCENIHR to investigate Health Effects of Artificial Light.  This work is still ongoing (report expected for September 2011). When the results are available a clause of revision should be added in the text of the regulation. The results might be highly relevant for the purpose of specifying functional requirements.
Proposal Energy labelling general lighting and luminaires : BE position 
Belgium also welcomes the proposal of delegated regulation with regard to energy labelling of general lighting lamps and household luminaires.

The same remarks can be made on this document as are made on the Ecodesign document on directed lamps. In general, it is not always obvious if the requirements are technically feasible and if they would not have any negative impact on the environment and on the market. This should be further discussed in the subsequent technical forum with experts planned on the concrete and detailed provisions. 

Also, the definitions should be reassessed carefully one by one with the view of their precise coverage.
Definitions for LED and LED modules should be separated. If the photobiological risks related to LED lamps are confirmed by the SCENIHR report (Sep 2011), the risk group of these lamps should be indicated in the fiche.

Belgium thanks for the “Explanatory Note” which explains some choices made in the document. However the pros and cons certainly need further explanation and discussion in the Consultation Forum as scheduled. The global approach with table 2 of point 2.2 is interesting.  However the content of the boxes should not fix some technologies at the expense of others which should still remain available in the absence of alternative more efficient solutions.

