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Position of Megaman on the EC working documents on Ecodesign requirements for directional lamps and revised energy labelling for lamps and luminaires (June 2011)

Megaman welcomes the documents and supports the implementation of the measures to finalize the EU regulation for lighting products.

Megaman favours the Ecodesign measures which aim to accelerate the market trend towards energy efficient products. However we see some discrimination against these energy efficient sources in favour of the less efficient filament lamps. 
1. The energy requirements for filament lamps are significantly less stringent than the ones proposed for the more efficient non-filament technologies. Megaman feels the aim of the measures should be technology independent limits and to have only minor differences in energy efficiency limits irrespective of the technology. In stage 3 or an additional stage 4 the energy efficiency limits should be similar across all technologies.

2. We fully agree that the quality of LED products should be  ensured, however the claims should be realistic 

a. CRI > 80 should be the limit for all LED sources also for halogen replacements. A CRI >90 for halogen replacements (as outlined in the current document) is with the state of the art LED technology not feasible without significantly impacting the energy efficiency. (supporting the environmental NGO position paper of ECOS, EEB, Friends of the Earth Europe, WWF EPO, CAN Europe, INFORSE Europe and Zero HG working group)
b. Power factor limit of 0.5 should short term be sufficient. Power factor limit >0.7, as outlined in the current working document, would significantly impact the product dimensions limiting the possibility of halogen retrofits. 
Long term, after the scheduled review, these quality claims can be reviewed, based on the technology development. Possibly they can be adapted in stage 3 or a later stage 4. The current requirements are too stringent for the current state of the art LED technology.
3. Retrofit lamps;

a. The information requirement (on website) for retrofit lamps seems to be against aspects of EU free trade law and needs to be checked. i.e. Reference should be made to at least 1 product available on the market which it replaces (brand name and model) and the brand name/model of ballast on which the product was tested + the luminaire in which the product could serve as retrofit (again brand name and model).

b. Requirement; ‘In the case of retrofit to low voltage halogen the LED should operate on all types of halogen lighting convertors’ – it is impossible to test compatibility with all available convertors on the market.
c. In case of halogen retrofit: products should be fully dimmable in order to call them retrofit.  Since there is no standard for the most common type of dimming circuits (ie phase-cut dimming) this also impossible to implement.
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