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Dear Mr Hodson,
Re: Directional Lighting working documents
Please find below comments from the UK Government on the Commission’s Working Documents on both Eco-design and Energy Labelling requirements for Directional Lighting following discussion at the Consultation Forum.
Firstly, we would reiterate the point that we have made previously about the process for adopting ecodesign and energy labelling measures.  This is that, in order to ensure consistency between ecodesign standards and energy labels, the Commission should not adopt the energy labelling regulation for directional lighting until after the Regulatory Committee has adopted the ecodesign measure.
The UK supports the value of a technical working group, however it would like the Commission to ensure that the meeting does not cover policy ground, such as deciding scope.  Member states must be consulted on any substantial changes to the proposals that were put to the Consultation Forum.
Eco-design

Scope / Ambition:
While the UK supports the position that the Eco-design regulations include both domestic and professional lamps, as the lamps are often used interchangeably, we believe that the treatment of High Intensity Discharge lamps should be reconsidered.  As currently drafted, the ecodesign requirements create an anomaly whereby, from Stage 3, metal halide reflector lamps may be removed from the market, while less efficient halogen lamps may still be available for purchase.  To compound the anomaly, non-directional metal halide lamps would still be available and could be used in reflector luminaires, which would typically be a similar or less energy efficient solution.  This issue is also important because it may actually cause an increase in energy use, as buyers avoid purchasing fittings with metal halide reflector lamps because they will be phased out, and instead buy less efficient halogen luminaires.  The phase out of metal halide reflector lamps would, in addition, require a change of fitting because no lamps are available that could replace them.  Since most of these lamps are used in retail or display applications, this would probably mean replacing the entire installation. The Stage 3 requirements should, we believe, therefore be changed to allow the most efficient ceramic metal halide reflector lamps to remain.
Measurement method:

An additional adverse effect included, as the Regulation currently stands, is the potential for some good LED street lighting to be phased out.  A modification of the method may be needed where LEDs are used to replace high pressure sodium lamps, as they may give a lower illuminance while providing a better visual appearance.  This could be in the form of an additional correction factor.
Some LED lamps - notably those with external control gear - can be operated at a range of currents.  The current working document needs to clarify how such LEDs, are assessed, and also indicate how colour changing LEDs are expected to be included.

Health Effects:

The UK would ask the Commission to ensure they take into account the opinion of the European Commission’s Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks (SCENIHR), which is due to report their finding in September 2011.
Technical information:
There are a number of issues, which should be discussed at the technical working group:
· It has been highlighted that to carry out the lifetime test of the proposed 15,000 hours would take two years to carry out.  Discussion should be held on whether this is appropriate for stage 1.

· Standards need to be developed for measurement of useful luminous flux and illuminance for retrofit.

· Correction factor of LEDs with control gear should be looked at further, we believe the level should the same (1.1) as that in Regulation 244/2009.
Benchmarks:

The current benchmark for filament lamps being set at the lumen output of a 60W GLS lamp could result in 60W tungsten reflector lamps and 50W halogen lamps being excluded.
Colour Rendering Index was originally developed for fluorescent lighting and tends to undervalue the colour of LEDs.  The UK recommends that a CRI of 70 is used as a replacement measure, and the requirement for retrofit LEDs is 80 not 90.

Energy Labelling

Calculation methodology:
The UK is satisfied that the Commission’s preferred approach, Option C, is probably the best methodology overall for defining class limits.
A couple of issues that should be discussed at the technical working group are:

· As above, the power correction factor for LEDs with an external control gear should be in line with 244/2009, which is set at 1.1.
· A standard needs to be developed for measurement of useful luminous flux.

Yours,
Rachel Buckle
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