

From: Nicole Loysch [mailto:nicole.loysch@neonlite.eu.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 4:19 PM
To: TOTH Andras (ENER)
Cc: Fred Bass
Subject: Ecodesign requirements for directional lamps, light emitting diode lamps and halogen lighting convervters
Dear Andras,
 

I attach the questionnaire for the Technical Subgroup annotated with our responses.
One key area worth highlighting and that remains a concern of ours is dimming requirements (dimmable using existing systems) for retrofit solutions:
         In EC 244/2009 this requirement is not mentioned (i.e.replacements for non-directional do not have to be dimmable) which would result in an unbalanced regulation for directional versus non-directional light sources.
         The installed base is very significant with a huge variety of dimmers on the market and there is no standard for the most common phase cut dimmers so it is not feasible to force compliance.
         Such a requirement would significantly reduce the accessibility to energy efficient light sources as this would rule out the option for a cheaper non-dimmable solution.
         It could result in less efficient technology being kept on the market due to non-standardized dimmers. This is not in line with the spirit of the regulation to push towards more efficient solutions.
 

The commercial reality is that both dimmable and non-dimmable light sources are offered in low energy solutions, the dimmable ones are checked on commonly used systems but with no guarantee that they can work on all because there is no standard to work to. This gives the end-user some choice. The only solution to this would be to introduce a standard for phase cut dimming circuits, a process which could take years, and it would not solve the legacy issue of the installed base. Our view is that this regulation cannot hope to solve this issue and that it is outside of the scope. Better to follow the same logic as for non-directional and as the markets use more low energy products there will be an increasing consumer demand for a dimmer standard.
Kind Regards,

Nicole Loysch

