Belgian comments on the working document on ecodesign of water heaters and hot water storage tanks

Belgium welcomes the working document on water heaters and has the following remarks.

Ecodesign Regulation on water heaters and hot water storage tanks

Article 1.Scope
Now hot water storage tanks are included in the scope, Belgium wonders what the impact is on consumers in regard of the replacement market.

2(a) should be deleted because this gives a wrong signal for the stimulation of renewable energy sources and innovation.

Water heating equipment using solid fuels shall be addressed as soon as possible in order to avoid any loophole.

2(f) should be clarified. As stipulated in whereas (5) it should be clear that combi-boilers are addressed.
Article 2.Definitions
Is it really the purpose of 2(1) to include water heaters that provide drinking water in the scope? These products (e.g. coffee machines) seem to belong to a totally different sector. 
The definition of biofuel should be linked with the article 2 of Directive 2009/28/EC.

Since the solar collector shall be tested (see point 4 of Annex II), a definition should be added.

Article 3.Ecodesign requirements
Several references to the Annex I are wrong: 
(1) The ecodesign requirements for water heaters applying from (date to be inserted: two years after this Regulation has come into force) are set out in point 2(1a), 2(2) and 2(4) of annex I.

(2) The ecodesign requirements for water heaters applying from (date to be inserted: three years after this Regulation has come into force are set out in point 2(1b) of annex I.

(3) The ecodesign requirements for water heaters applying from (date to be inserted: five years after this Regulation has come into force) are set out in point 2(1c) and 2(3) of annex I.

A timetable for the ecodesign requirements of one year seems too short due to the high amount of tests that have to be executed.

Article 4.Conformity assessment
Depending on the type of heat generator other conformity assessment procedures should be considered. When it is the case in other CE legislations, the same products should comply with module B, C or H for the conformity assessment. This would stimulate the investment made by laboratories and in turn market surveillance will be improved.

Annex I Eecodesign requirements
2(1) Belgium believes that the development of renewable energy sources is not stimulated enough. In the third stage energy efficiency requirements for the load profiles M, L and XL should also be applied.

2(3) The timing for the nitrogen oxides emissions is not ambitious enough. For the smaller appliances (less than 12 kW rated input power) more ambitious values are possible. 
Nitrogen oxides emissions should be expressed in mg per kWh.

Due to the correlation also CO emissions should be addressed. Furthermore particulate matter, which is an important environmental parameter, should be addressed.

2(4)Since the final use is not known during manufacturing, the marking requirements do not seem to make sense.
In order to guarantee a sufficient amount of hot water to the user Belgium would like to see performance requirements. The water heaters should provide a minimum amount of water at 40°C. This performance requirement should also apply as information requirement.
Annex II and Annex III Measurements and Calculations
The approach for these annexes in combination with the Commission Communication is not clear and causes confusion. It seems more efficient to integrate these annexes together with the definitions of the relevant technical parameters in the Commission Communication.
A lot of descriptions seem to deviate from existing standards. Belgium urges to have harmonised test standards as soon as possible.

2(c) the purpose of the thermostat temperature setting is not clear. This is not achievable with all technologies and furthermore this seems to be in contradiction with energy efficiency. 
2 (d) the maximum load profile is not logic and seems to be in contradiction with prEN 255-3.

It seems better to set up performance requirements: minimum amount of water quantity at 40°C.
The bonus of 7% for smart control seems not to be the good approach and this should apply for all technologies (not only for electricity). It would be better to allow the actual savings (limited to a certain amount). Together with more stringent limits for the energy efficiency requirements heat losses can be reduced and badly insulated water heaters would no longer be allowed. 
It’s not clear how to measure the noise for all technologies. For heat pump water heaters coherence with lot 10 is necessary.

Benchmarks: Annex V and whereas (17)

Benchmarks for noise, CO emissions and particulate matter should be identified. These are important to ensure the wide availability and easy accessibility of information.
