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SPANISH COMMENTS TO THE PROPOSAL OF THE IMPLEMENTING ECODESIGN MEASURE FOR LOT 2, WATER HEATERS
 (ref. to documents dated June 23th 2010 and July 19th 2010)

As a first comment, the delay in fixing the implementing measure for water heaters is not positive, as it implies a delay in possible energy savings, CO2 emission reduction and technological improvement of these types of appliances. Additionally, the uncertainty about the adoption procedure and application calendar makes this problem even bigger. 

After analysing the technical content of the European Commission proposed documents, several issues that should be modified and improved have been observed. These do not affect only national manufacturers in the development of their products and their competitiveness, but also affect consumers interests. The reason is that the proposed measure as it is written limits enormously the possibilities of installation/replacement of appliances. Additionally, the proposed appliances would suppose a big and in many cases unaffordable expense for consumers. Methodologies for calculating the energy performance, changed in a significant way since the last draft, will imply the exclusion of a very important percentage of the current product catalogues of water heaters:

1) The proposed calculation methodology puts at risk the commercialization of electrical water heaters without proposing a feasible alternative for consumers

2) Introduced changes in the calculation methodology (percentage of the smart control option and others) are very negative and clearly worse than the previous proposed calculation method. Due to that, technological improvements in this type of appliances may disappear from the market during the next 2 or 3 years, as most technologically advanced appliances would be banned from the market. This possibility was strongly rejected by many Member States during the July 2008 Consultation Forum, as a consequence of the serious social and economical impact that would produce. 

Therefore, we propose to revise the calculation methods with the aim of allowing the future commercialization of this type of technologically advanced appliances. Additionally, and to avoid continuous changes in the calculation methodology causing banning of advanced technologies and confusion in consumers, we propose a more objective and clear definition of this methodology and a deep impact evaluation before proposing any further modification.

Another important issue concerns the reference to application in buildings. We strongly relieve that ecodesign Directive and measures should refer only to products and not to applications in buildings. The reason is that this latter is the scope of EPBD. The inclusion of parameters referred to building applications in the water heaters efficiency calculation method is not adequate because of two reasons: it means an overlap between Directives, and it is a technical error that may give better efficiencies for certain product technologies that are not a more efficient option for producing hot water in real life (different climatic conditions, building types and systems, construction methods throughout Europe, to put some examples). Therefore, we propose to exclude parameters related to building installations and so in the calculation method. As a consequence, a revision of minimal requirements and thresholds of energy efficiency classes shall be performed.
Concerning the comparison of efficiencies using a single scale, the Commission proposal is based on the idea of comparing appliances that provide the same service (hot water). However, comparing different technologies using the same scale of energy efficiencies will lead to more expenses for consumers, as this comparison only makes sense if values of energy consumption are expressed in terms of primary energy. The proposed calculation method does not use this approach, and as a consequence the different cost (and price for consumer) of each type of energy in every European country can lead consumers to choose appliances that are not cheaper in their energy consumption, depending on the country and its energy generation scheme. In this sense, we propose to set up different labelling scales for each energy source, each of these scales informing on the best available technology.
With reference to the new energy labelling, as water heaters have never been under this scheme, we propose not to introduce immediately A++ and A+++ classes, as only a few appliances could be included under this upper categories at the beginning. We propose to use an A-G scheme for conventional heaters and A+ to G for renewable energy sources appliances.
Finally, the proposal includes indirect storage water heaters in the same group as storage water heaters. However, considering that the first ones are provided without a resistance (in Spanish legislation – Technical Code for Buildings – they are clearly defined), and that the energy source can be of any type, indirect storage water heaters should be considered as water storage reservoirs.
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	EN CASO DE PROBLEMAS EN LA RECEPCION, POR FAVOR LLAME A NUESTRAS OFICINAS
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