Irish comments on the Working Document for EcoDesign requirements for water heaters and hot water storage tanks

Specific comments

1. Eco Design – NOx Emissions

The proposed NOx emission limits for gas fired water heaters by five years after the entry into force of the regulation are considered reasonable and practicable. However, many liquid fuel water heaters will have to be redesigned to meet revised limits and this is regardless of water heater size. It is therefore suggested that the limit is relaxed to 120 mg/kWh for all sizes of liquid fuel water heater to allow manufacturers sufficient time to redesign and redevelop their products to meet the limit.  This will mitigate the potential risk of disadvantaging certain water heater manufacturers, generally supplying markets in which gas is not available.  

2. Eco Design - Electric storage water heaters

Ireland would question the viability of imposing efficiency requirements and the use of a primary energy factor of 2.5 for electric storage water heaters that would effectively exclude large versions of these from the market. This view is based on the fact that such an action would run contradictory to the objective of developing a renewable energy based energy network. It is suggested at the very least in include the provision for regular review of this figure according to the progressive reduction in this factor in response to the Renewable Energy Directive.

3. labelling - Solar preheat systems

With the definition of Solar Pre-heat systems being presented as “a device composed of solar collector and other components, including storage tank”, Ireland would question the practicality of this statement as in reality solar systems used in Ireland are generally composed of discrete components that are assembled in the field.

4. general Inclusions and Exclusions

It is noted that biofuel appliances are excluded and this is welcomed, as the imposition of minimum performance requirements too early in the product development cycle could impede the development of new products.  However, the availability of test methods, whereby appliances can be certified for performance, is important for the deployment of new technologies and the test methods should be capable of such application.  
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