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Malta’s comments on the Ecodesign and Energy Labelling of Water Heaters and Hot Water storage tanks

Information supplied in the label and fiche:

The objective of the energy label is to introduce a uniform label for products of the same type in order to provide potential purchasers with standardised information. With regard to water heaters, the success of the label depends on its ability to communicate information on the type of water heater, energy efficiency and hot water availability readily and clearly to the purchaser.  

Although the proposed label makes a good job of comparing the energy efficiency and performance of water heaters irrespective of the technology used, it falls short of supplying the purchaser with clear data to help him make an informed choice as regards his hot water needs.  
The purchaser would typically also look for the following criteria when choosing a water heater:

· the amount of hot water available at a given time (i.e water flow(s) at a nominal water temperature(s) for instantaneous water heaters; or storage volume (if applicable));
· the thermostat setting range – to be included in point 1(vii) of  Annex III; and
· any characteristics that may limit the choice of the heater due to its installation requirements (such as rated power in the case of an electric heater since a dedicated circuit may be required, and pressure rating including minimum water inlet pressure if applicable). Hence a new point may be inserted in of Annex III: “(viiia) 
any 
specific requirements needed for the installation of the water heater;”
In this respect, it is suggested to include information as in the first bullet or similar in the label and fiche, and amend the fiche as suggested by the second and third bullets above or similar.

Application of the primary energy factor

Malta favours the use of the principle of primary energy factor to handle hybrids that use both electricity and some other type of energy source in the energy labelling measure as it helps the user compare different technologies and hence promote the technologies that reduce the energy demand. The use of a European average for a primary energy factor would contribute to reducing the primary energy demand of the Union 

The ecodesign measure is a placing on the market measure designed to eliminate from the market the most inefficient water heaters. Malta believes that the measure should be used to eliminate from the market the most inefficient models for each type of technology. Hence it does not favour the use of the primary energy factor in the ecodesign measure as it discriminates between different types of technologies. Other reasons against the use of a European primary energy factor in the ecodeisgn measure are that the:
· factor varies between different Member States depending on their energy mix;

· factor is expected to vary with time hence will have to be reviewed periodically;

· primary energy factor discriminates against electricity irrespective of the origin of the electric supply; and 

· factor could result in the banning of certain types of water heaters such as electric storage water heaters when replacement with alternatives in existing buildings would require appreciable works in building service installations (electricity, gas or water) and finishing of the building.  

Malta believes that the ecodesign measure should be used to eliminate the most inefficient heaters of each technology – hence the primary energy factor should not be applied in this measure. Malta agrees with the use of the primary energy factor in the energy labelling measure as this would help distort the water heater market favouring a lower primary energy demand by the Union.
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