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PT Comments on the
IMPLEMENTING MEASURES FOR DIRECTIVES 2009/125/CE AND 2010/30/EU

(Documents dated June 24th 2010 and July 19th 2010)
The Portuguese competent body for the ECODESIGN Directive has received the following comments from a national association, on the draft regarding ecodesign requirements for water heaters and hot water storage tanks, sent last July 2010:
1. We are concerned about the delay in consolidating the draft Ecodesign and Energy Label measures for water heaters. Until those measures are published in the Official Journal it is not possible to properly plan investments that will lead to the desired efficiency improvements.
2. Several modifications have been introduced into the energy efficiency measurement methodology (percentage of smart option and others) that would result in worsening the measured efficiency for electrical storage water heaters compared to the previous versions of the same methodology. Applying unchanged the proposed ecodesign-specific requirements under this new methodology will imply the unacceptable exclusion from the market of most electric storage water heaters. This possibility was strongly rejected by many Member States during the July 2008 Consultation Forum, as a consequence of the serious social and economical impact that would produce. Although the electric storage water heaters are today far from being the most demanded type of water heaters in Portugal, they are spread in the houses of the Portuguese families.

That is why we ask for a revision of all those elements of the calculation methodology that could mine the future availability of this product technology. In particular, we insist to maintain the approach where the smart control bonus should be proportional to the real measured saving and not limited to 7%.
3.
Furthermore, we strongly believe that ecodesign Directive and ecodesign implementation measures should refer only to products and not to applications in buildings, which is the scope of Directive 2010/31/CE, on the energy performance of buildings.


The introduction of a set of parameters related to the building system into the methodology for the calculation of the energy performance of water heaters is not only an undue overlapping between directives, but also a main technical mistake that may unduly direct the calculation outcome towards one or more specific hot water production technologies that unfortunately will not be the best choice in real life situations. 


We suggest the Commission to eliminate from the water heater calculation methodology all those parameters involved in the building system (e.g. Qwaste, Qrecov, Qdistr, etc..) and to revise accordingly the minimum requirements and the thresholds of the energy efficiency classes.

4.
The European Commission strongly supports the approach that all products providing the same service should be ranked using a single scale of energy efficiency classes, thus allowing end-users to make the most appropriate product selection in terms of energy efficiency and costs.



However, this principle does not protect the end-user. With a single scale, the comparisons between different technologies (e.g. gas or electricity) would be possible only if the use of energy consumption/efficiency values is expressed in primary energy. But in fact, due to the differences in the energy price among Member States if a single efficiency ranking system is adopted along with the current calculation methodology, the resulting information could lead end users to select product technologies that will in the end increase their energy bill, instead of decreasing it. 



We suggest a set up of different labelling scales, each one of them scaling the best available technology for each energy source.

Lisboa, 21st September 2010

