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Act ive House Sym posium  
Bruxelles, 2 4  March 2 0 1 0   
 
               
Challenges and Opportunit ies for  the European building stock: 

 
� Buildings are responsible for  over 40%  of our use energy consum pt ion and C02 

em issions. 
 
� We spend up to 90%  of our t im e indoors but  up to 30% . of t he building m ass does not  

cont r ibute to nor provide a healthy indoor clim ate. 
 
� Renewable energies sources play a m ajor role in buildings’ energy consum pt ion  
 
� Plenty of daylight  and fresh air in our buildings is crucial for  the benefit  of our health 

and well-being. 
 
I n order to st rengthen the developm ent  of bet ter  buildings we need to focus on both the 
energy perform ance of t he building and the indoor clim ate and health, as well as the local 
condit ions and environm ent .  
 
Act ive House is an innovat ive v ision for t he future of buildings. Act ive House contends that  it  is 
possible to im prove the energy perform ance of our buildings while sim ultaneously providing a 
healthy and com fortable indoor clim ate and high architectural qualit y.  
 
To prom ote Act ive Houses we m ust  look at  how we design our buildings, how we ut ilize and 
develop technologies and products, and how research and legislat ion reflects energy and 
indoor clim ate considerat ions.  
 
Find out  more and join the discussions at  the Act ive House symposium.  
 
 

The sym posium  takes place on 
W ednesday 2 4  March 2 0 1 0  1 3 .0 0 -1 8 .3 0  

during the European Sustainable Energy W eek  
 

The venue is located close to Char lem agne. 
 

Part icipat ing is free of charge and by invitat ion only. 
 

Please contact  kee@vkr-holding.com  for inform at ion and invitat ion 
. 
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Program  
 
13.00 

 
Regist rat ion 
Light  lunch with beverages will be served in the registrat ion and poster  area. 

 

 
14.00 

 
W elcom e  
A short  int roduct ion to the agenda and program. 
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14.10 Keynote: Energy in  buildings 
Buildings are responsible for over  40%  of our  energy consumpt ion and C02 emissions. 
Reduced energy consumpt ion and renewable energy sources are the keys to reducing CO2 
em issions from buildings. The presentat ion will give a status and perspect ives. 
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14.30 Keynote: Understanding the indoor environm ent : Put t ing people f irst   
How to achieve a healthy indoor environment  has been an issue among archit ect s, engineers 
and scient ist s for centur ies. The realizat ion that  the indoor environment  is more than the sum 
of it s part s, and that  it s assessment  has to star t  from human beings rather  than benchmarks, 
has only been gaining ground in recent  years. The presentat ion will give a status and 
perspect ives. 
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14.50 

 
Design Process 
Some of t he most  important  decisions on energy savings and indoor climate are t aken in the 
very early design stages. The presentat ion focuses on exploit ing synergies in the process of 
design and new design strategies. Examples on state of t he art  will be given and it  will discuss 
what  we can do t oday and what  is needed in the future t o improve t he design process. 
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15.15 Technology and Product  Developm ent   
Energy and indoor clim ate performance in buildings can be improved today with smart  
ut ilizat ion of exist ing technology and products. However, there is a need for a holist ic focus 
on integrated product  development  of new techniques and solut ions. The presentat ion will 
focus on potent ials in integrat ion of different  competences /  organizat ions for the products of 
the future. 
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15.40 Perform ance and Endorsem ent  
Energy and indoor clim ate solut ions in buildings influence each other’s performance. Research 
and legislat ion should consider and take into account  the total performance of buildings -  
energy and indoor climate – towards a more holist ic view of building performance. The 
presentat ion will focus on the knowledge of t oday and give recom mendat ion for the future. 
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16.05 Panel debate 
Panel debate between the speakers and quest ions from the floor. 

 

 
17.05 

 
Sum m ary and going forw ard w ith  Act ive House  
Summary and final words from representat ive from the Act ive House network 
 

 

17.15
-  

18.30 

Poster presentat ion w ith netw orking and cocktail  
Networking and cocktails with posters showing state of the art  within research and examples 
on buildings with a holist ic approach t o energy and indoor climate performance including 
single fam ily houses, row houses, mult i- storey buildings, off ices and schools – new build and 
renovat ion. 

 


