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Foreword:
Time to turn on energy intelligence

 

Conference Managers: 

 

Sophie Attali & Kenya Tillerson

 

ICE – International Consulting on Energy, Paris, France

 

IN THIS VERY SPECIAL YEAR

 

 which marks the 10

 

th

 

 anniver-
sary of eceee, as Conference Managers we are proud of our
participation in the organisation of the 2003 Summer Study. 

Founded in 1993, the European Council for an Energy
Efficient Economy promotes the understanding of energy
efficiency in the society and contributes to making energy
efficiency work in practice. The celebration of the 10

 

th

 

 anni-
versary raises an obvious question: after 10 years of bringing
together policy-makers, practitioners and thinkers, blending
different disciplinary approaches, and balancing creative im-
agination with tangible results, how much progress has been
made?

It would only be natural to find that members of the ener-
gy efficiency community are impatient: too little is being
done too slowly. Nevertheless, looking back at the situation
ten years ago, we must admit that there are several achieve-
ments to celebrate.

At European level, we can applaud the adoption of a se-
ries of Directives that aim to integrate energy efficiency into
various European policies. The European Commission’s
Green paper “Towards a European Strategy for the security
of energy supply” (2001) and the fact that it places energy
demand management as a first priority for the future, is
without a doubt a concrete and positive output of these last
ten years of efforts from all European energy efficiency ex-
perts, many of which are members of eceee. Most Members
States are following suite  and have announced long term
energy efficiency policies and emission reduction targets.
Let us raise a toast for these important milestones attained.

Before we drink, however, we should ask ourselves are we
only drinking to celebrate or are we also drinking to forget?

Forget that the future is not a bed of roses. Forget that the
Kyoto protocol is only a (very) small step in the battle

against climate change. Forget that with energy demand still
strongly growing, and that Europe will most probably not
fulfil its global Kyoto commitments. Forget that although
most countries are now announcing very ambitious energy
and climate objectives for 2050, few have set in motion the
policies – with financial, institutional, and social backing –
that need to be implemented today in order to reach these
aims. Forget that the additional challenge for Europe 25 of
integrating the Candidate countries is not being met with
the necessary efforts to reduce their high energy intensities
(masked today by the long-lasting economic crisis). Forget
that while we advocate the right to development of all the
world’s populations, we, in the industrialised countries, still
continue to drink deeply, knowing that the barrel may soon
run dry…

So, we must ask: for issues as crucial as climate change,
energy security and sustainable development, is a discourse
on moderation, adjustment and even – the core of our
activity – efficiency enough?

The answer seems evident and these summer study pro-
ceedings are full of ideas and examples demonstrating that
energy demand should and can be turned down.

This year, we present a fine new vintage of energy intelli-
gent solutions: from supranational policies to local initia-
tives, via land-use planning and personal lifestyles, new
technologies designed, marketed and evaluated; from
standards, to agreements and to financial incentives: the
broad scope of questions raised when we challenge the ever-
growing energy demand are scrutinised in these three vol-
umes, through 146 papers and posters. 

 

Volume I

 

 is comprised of the papers presented in
Panel 1: Energy efficiency: a strategic choice for Europe and
Panel 2: Comfort and energy use in buildings.



 

FOREWORD BY CONFERENCE MANAGERS
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Volume II

 

 presents papers on Land use, transportation
and mobility (Panel 3) and those which contribute to Build-
ing the bridge from lab to customer (Panel 4).

 

Volume III

 

 contains papers from Panel 5 on Market-
based instruments and those from Panel 6 relating to the
Dynamics of consumption.

These three volumes show that energy demand can be
turned down through four main paths:

 

•

 

Technologies to reduce energy consumption on the 
demand side are constantly developing;

 

•

 

Organisational aspects of policies and programmes are 
evolving towards a diversity of partnerships (through pro-
curement, benchmarking, etc.); 

 

•

 

Tools supporting these policies are also improving: mov-
ing away from stop-and-go subsidies towards co-
operation between the public and the private sectors, the 
redeployment of regulations and fiscal measures;

 

•

 

The philosophy behind the policies is questioned: what 
kind of society are we aiming for? What is progress? What 
is the measure of comfort? What do we pursue when we 
speak about development? What is the role of energy 
policy and policy experts in making these paradigmatic 
changes? And so on. 

What we need is a change of scale.
To reduce by a factor of four the greenhouse gas emissions

of Europe by 2050 seems to be a formidable and quite im-
possible challenge. But, if we look behind us at the world’s
energy situation in the mid twentieth century and visualise
the progress achieved, we should be convinced that such an
ambition is not unrealistic. 

Many consider the goal of climate protection, security and
sustainability as a constraint. We prefer to think it is a great
opportunity, a chance to build the constituents of a new so-
ciety . The message of the eceee 2003 Summer Study is def-
initely a positive one: Time to turn on energy intelligence.

So yes, we can drink with both enthusiasm and determi-
nation: happy anniversary eceee!
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