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Bar r iers  to  energy eff ic iency and the 
adopt ion of  research resu l ts  

Barriers  
(Sorrell et al. 2011) 
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Research resu l ts  on jo in t -pro ject  leve l  on ly  
g ive a f ragmented p ic ture 

§ Research efforts of single research projects 
§  ... generate & enhance knowledge about industrial resource efficiency 
§  ... provide useful information for further research activities & industrial 

applications 

§ BUT 
§  Results: not accessible in concise & bundled manner  
Ø  Fragmented picture of research results, e.g. via project-specific 

websites 
§  Transaction costs for searching, identifying and processing information 

impede their dissemination 
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Research and knowledge t ransfer  
in i t ia t ives – a means to  overcome ex is t ing 
barr iers  

Barriers	  
(Sorrell	  et	  al.	  2011)

RiskHidden	  costs

Imperfect	  
information

§ Research & knowledge transfer 
activities provide... 
§  ...structured & easily accessible 

information / solutions 
§  ...examples of successful 

implementations 
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§  2009: BMBF* launched a funding 
programme 

§  Promote innovative energy- and 
resource-efficient production 
technologies 

§  65 m euros funding volume 
§  31 research projects 
§  ~ 160 companies & 35 research 

institutions 

E ff iz ienzfabr ik  in  a  nutshel l  

*BMBF = German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
** VDMA = German Engineering Federation 

Development of new, holistic solutions for 
industrial production which can 

substantially improve energy efficiency. 

§  Joint initiative of BMBF* & VDMA** 
§  Academic support by Fraunhofer ISI 
1.  Provide information about recent 

trends & developments  

2.  Facilitate the dissemination of the 
project results 

3.  Create a living network 

Effizienzfabrik – the innovation platform 
for resource efficiency in production 
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The different approaches and activities 
of the Effizienzfabrik 
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The v i r tua l  p la t form bundles in format ion 
and is  an effect ive too l  for  publ ic i ty.  @ 

www.effizienzfabrik.de 
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The Eff iz ienznavigator  st ructures resu l ts  in  
a  user-  and target -group-spec i f ic  way.  

§ Title 

§ Short summary 

§ Contact details 

§ Link for downloading 
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Events  to  in form indust ry,  to  fac i l i ta te  the 
d isseminat ion & to  create a l iv ing network 

+ integration in other events 

Inauguration & closing event 
 
§  Increase publicity 
§  Create awareness among 

politicians & the public 

Regional events 
 
§  Informative character 
§  @ company – on-site tour of 

manufacturing area 

National events 
 
§  Bigger target group 
§  Presentation of first solutions & 

workshop (“hands on”) 

Workshops - networking 
 
§  Topic related 
§  Active involvement – discussion 

of strategic topics 
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1.  Effizienzfabrik successfully established as a 
brand & well-known among its target group 

2.  Lively network among industry, research and 
politics was created 

3.  Ever increasing use of website and 
newsletter 

4.  The Effizienznavigator supports the 
dissemination of the solutions (ongoing) 

Eff iz ienzfabr ik  –  Status Quo 2012 
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Lessons learned – suggest ions for  s imi lar  
endeavours 

 Initiatives should start sufficiently in advance of the research projects. 

 Jointly planned activities are challenging if projects start at a different time. 

 Mandatory requirement to participate in transfer initiative (?). 

 Avoid project-specific websites and events. 

 Team of platform consisting of different backgrounds is recommendable. 

 Additional budget to support projects regarding their research topic. 

 Limit the number of people in touch with the projects to a minimum 
(synergies). 
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Conc lus ions for  t ransfer  p la t forms for  
research programmes 

Transfer platforms can be an effective means to facilitate the 
dissemination of research results and to overcome existing barriers to 

energy & resource efficiency 

Benefits for projects 
 
§  Concentrate on research 

activities 
§  Facilitates dissemination 
§  Increased visibility 

Benefits for industry 
 
§  Access to pooled & structured 

results  
§  Regular update on project 

progress & additional information 
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Thank you for your 
attention. 
Any questions? 

Katharina Mattes 
Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research 
Competence Center Industrial and Service Innovations 
katharina.mattes@isi.fraunhofer.de | +49 721 6809 302 
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