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•  French Local Climate Plans 
•  Public participation in sustainable development policies 
•  Participation as “moments of exchange that are 

characterised by the pluralism of participants and that 
seek to find convergences between them” (Bouni et alii 
2011 : 8) 

Context 



•  To what extent did the participation processes improve 
the Plans?  

•  What impacts did they have on the environment? 

Objectives 



•  Literature review and exploratory case studies 
•  Building a logical framework 
•  Survey of local authorities 
•  In-depth case studies 

Methodology 



•  Participation has become the norm for the elaboration of 
Local Climate Plans 

Results (1/5):  

Overview of Participatory Processes 



Results (2/5):  

Sketching the Environmental Impacts of Participation 



Results (3/5):  

To what Extent did Participatory Processes Manage to Build Acceptance for 
Change? 



Results (4/5):  

To what Extent did Participatory Processes Manage to Reveal Technical and 
Political Alternatives? 



Results (5/5):  

To what Extent did Participatory Processes Manage to Establish a New Local 
Climate Change Policy 



•  What participation can achieve in this context… and 
what it cannot 

•  Reinforcing the participatory process or the policy? 

Discussion 
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