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Overview

Transport is currently responsible for approximately 20% of greenhouse gas emissions, making 
it the second largest polluter after the energy industry. Within Europe’s transport sector, 94% 
of those emissions come from road transport, particularly light-duty vehicles, according to 
the European Commission.  With stringent targets on emissions agreed following the Paris 
Agreement in 2015, the electric vehicle market represents a fast moving and innovative 
alternative in what could be the beginning of the end for traditional combustion-powered 
cars.  Revolutions in green technology and automation are driving the future of auto mobility, 
making a boom in electric vehicles more likely now than ever before.

European Institutions have been key players in encouraging the uptake of cleaner and more 
efficient vehicles, championing a European strategy and securing financial support through 
public-private partnerships such as the European Green Vehicles Initiative (EGVI). 2017 is now 
set to be decisive year for the roll-out of electric recharging infrastructure, in light of the timely 
submission of Member States’ National Policy Frameworks for the implementation of the 
Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive (AFI). The AFI Directive seeks to address consumer 
anxieties through the deployment of private recharging points, mandating an increase in 
publicly accessible charging stations and setting EU-wide harmonised standards for charging 
connectors as well as for user information requirements. These policies support the EU 
Transport 2050 comprehensive strategy, which set ambitious shifts away from conventionally 
fuelled cars with the aim of phasing them out of cities completely by 2050.

The automobile industry, which accounts for over 12 million jobs in the EU, will need to 
rapidly adapt to such a shift in the European economy. Developing innovative solutions to 
diversify road transport energy sources will not only maintain competitiveness and boost 
employment, but simultaneously contribute to Europe’s emission reductions. Several 
important developments have taken place assisting the rollout of a European-wide market for 
electric and alternative vehicles, though as with any emerging market, some initial problems 
have hindered its expansion.

Outstanding challenges include a slow consumer uptake, along with a limited range of 
models available. High costs, long recharge times, emerging safety and standardisation 
compliance, and a lack of information and awareness, can impact consumer confidence. 
Further, cooperation between stakeholders, and the question of integrating EV with emerging 
technologies such as driverless cars and intelligent urban transportation systems, is creating 
an additional headache for policymakers.

This international symposium invites all key stakeholders for lively discussion on the current 
framework for electric vehicles and to explore solutions to overcome market barriers whilst 
plugging the sustainability gap. The symposium will explore the need for flexible partnerships 
between diverse industries, such as telecommunication, energy providers, manufacturers, 
suppliers and retailers, to develop innovative solutions across all areas of EV policy and ensure 
Europe remains a driver of green growth and jobs.

Why Attend?

 9 Analyse the current policy landscape 
for electric vehicles at EU level and 
assess opportunities for investment and 
development

 9 Gain knowledge and insights on 
the future implementation of the Clean 
Energy Package and how to overcome 
regulatory bottlenecks for e-mobility at 
the EU and national level

 9 Examine the role of electric and 
alternative fuel vehicles can play in 
stimulating green job opportunities and 
fostering competitiveness

 9 Examine how EV producers to 
innovate and adapt in order to limit 
GHG emissions through e-mobility and 
alternative fuels

 9 Discuss how to overcome the 
greatest electric mobility challenges, 
including infrastructure and recharging

 9 Establish clear links between the 
implementation of EU Directives such 
as the AFI Directive and the impacts 
on businesses, consumers and the 
automobile industry

 9 Develop ways to support national 
strategies via EU funding in order to 
foster energy market liberalisation in the 
automobile market

 9 Take part in lively and interactive 
discussions with key stakeholders in 
the field of e-mobility and build lasting 
partnerships for future collaboration

Who Should Attend? 

•	 OEMs
•	 Consumer Organisations
•	 Utilities Providers
•	 EV Business Development Organisations
•	 Automotive Programme Managers
•	 Automotive Manufacturers
•	 Applications Development Engineers
•	 Automotive Trade Sector Advisers
•	 Economists
•	 Head of Automotive Market Developments
•	 Automotive Industry Liaison Officers
•	 Regional Automotive Directors
•	 Electric Vehicles Managers
•	 Automotive Research Institutes
•	 Electric Vehicle Private Companies
•	 Electric Engineers
•	 Automotive Researchers
•	 Strategy and Business Development 
Directors
•	 Technical Information Officers

 

 

“We need to pull every lever at our disposal, including hybrids, fuel cell, gas and battery-
electric vehicles.”

Dieter Zetsche, Daimler CEO , February 2017

Venue and Accommodation

Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre 
Avenue du Boulevard 17 
1210 Brussels 
Belgium 
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Programme

09:15 Registration and Morning Refreshments

10:00  Chair’s Welcome and Opening Remarks

10:10  The Current and Future Policy Landscape of Electric Vehicles in Europe                               
•	Assessing	the	Latest	Policy	Developments	at	EU	level	in	the	Electric	Vehicle	Sector 
•	The	Role	of	Electric	Vehicles	in	The	Clean	Energy	Package	and	Energy	Union 
•	Reviewing	and	Implementing	Existing	Directives:	Successes	and	Challenges 
•	Future	Policy	Recommendations	for	Sustainability	and	Competitiveness

10:40 First Round of Discussions 

11:10  Morning Coffee Break

11:30  Investing in e-mobility: Technological Advancements & Ways Forward  
•	Strategies	for	Investment,	R&D	and	Public	Procurement	for	Electric	Vehicles 
•	Increasing	the	Market	Share	of	Electric	Vehicles:	From	Novelty	to	Norm 
•	Capitalising	on	e-mobility	as	a	Driver	of	Green	Growth	and	Jobs 
•	Assessing	Future	Technological	Developments	and	Emerging	Market	Trends

12:00 Second Round of Discussions

12:30 Networking Lunch

13:30 Electric Vehicles as a Sustainable Solution : Tackling Key Challenges of 
Implementation  
•	Developing	Integrated	and	Sustainable	Strategies	for	e-mobility	in	Smart	Cities	 
•	Assessing	Battery	Performance	and	Cost:	Balancing	Fuel	Efficiency	and	Sustainability 
•	Ensuring	Adequate	Charging	Infrastructure	Across	and	Within	Member	States 
•	Current	Initiatives	of	Best	Practice	and	Local	and	Regional	Recommendations	

14:00 Third Round of Discussions

14:30  Afternoon Coffee Break

14:50 Safety and Standardisation Challenges: Working Toward Global EV Standards  
•	Developing	and	Refining	EV	Codes	and	Standards	at	the	National	and	International	Level 
•	Rolling	out	Standardised	e-mobility:	New	Technologies	and	Universal	Interoperability 
•	Navigating	Regulatory	Bottlenecks	for	Electric	Vehicles:	Balancing	Innovation	and	
Standards 
•	Ensuring	Strong	Multilateral	Cooperation	and	Collaboration	between	Stakeholders	

15:20 Fourth Round of Discussions

15:50  Chair’s Summary and Closing Comments

16:00 Networking Reception

16:30  Close
* Please note that the programme is subject to change without notice *

Marketing and Exhibition Opportunities

We offer a range of opportunities to enable your organisation to raise its profile and 
communicate with key decision makers in the public sector.  
 
For further information please contact us on +44 (0) 20 3137 8630  
or email info@publicpolicyexchange.co.uk 

Event Details

Date:  Tuesday19th September 2017 
Time: 	 10:00am	–	4:30pm	 
Venue:    Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre, 

Brussels

Speakers Include: 

Forthcoming Events

Eliminating Energy Poverty 
Across Europe: Monitoring 
Progress for an Inclusive En-
ergy Union
5th September 2017

Cross-border Healthcare in 
Europe: Promoting Patients’ 
Rights and Boosting Coopera-
tion
12th September 2017

Promoting Migrant Integration 
for a Powerful, Diverse and 
Multicultural Europe
14th September 2017

Rethinking the Urban Envi-
ronment: The EU Transition 
Towards Smart Cities
28th September 2017

Updating the European Cy-
ber Security Strategy: Part-
nerships for Prevention and 
Preparedness
3rd October 2017

Tackling Childhood Obesity 
in Europe through Awareness 
and Prevention
12th October 2017


