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Dear Colette 
Draft Guidance accompanying Commission Regulation (EC) No 1275/2008 – standby and off-mode

Firstly let me say that we in the UK welcome these guidance notes and we would like to encourage the Commission to produce similar notes for other products under the framework of the eco-design requirements for energy using products. We would however be grateful for clarification as to the status of the notes and are interested to hear how the Commission aim to take these forward. Will they become official Commission documents? What are the procedures the Commission envisage for approval of this note and subsequent guidance note to Member States?

We have consulted both internally and with stakeholders and have the following comments to make on the document.

General 

The document needs to be set out slightly different to how it is at present and should have an initial section on general issues that apply to both ICT and Consumer electrical products and Household appliances (scope etc). Then separate sections that are specific to ICT and Consumer electrical products and Household appliances. 

It would be useful if there were either definitions of or references to other documents, guidance, etc where general concepts and terms like “Placing on the market”, “Declaration of Conformity”, “harmonised standards”, “additional functions”, “principle of self-declaration” that have relevance to the standby regulation as well as any other legislation under the Eco-design Framework Directive and are not made clear in the guidance notes. Some of our stakeholders felt that Mandate M/439 should be further elaborated and reference to the “Blue Guide” would be helpful.

For example many of our stakeholders were confused as to what they can and cannot sell after the 6 January 2010 and so an explanation simply stating what can and can be placed on the market and confirming that products already placed on the market in EU before 6 January could continue to be sold would answer a lot of the queries we have had (i.e. explaining the “placing on the market” point).

There also seems to be confusion in the industry regarding “safety features” and further clarification or examples on what is and what is not meant here would again be helpful. 

An explanation as to which Regulations take precedence over others would also be helpful. We assume that the standby is the Horizontal Regulation and applies to all those products listed in Annex 1 but if one of the vertical Regulations covering say STBs had tighter conditions than the standby provisions then we assume these would apply. A statement setting this principle/relationship out would also be helpful.  

In some cases we have noticed that the Guidance notes state one thing but the Q&A section at the back seems to contradict what is said. So there needs to be consistency between the two. For example Article 2, point 1d and the 8th question in the Q & A section seem to contradict each other. Many felt that where a section had Q & A relevant to it or as further explanation then these questions should be referenced at the end of the section so that linkages could be easily made. 

“Appropriateness and inappropriate for intended use” – There needs to be further explanation of these terms so that they are not used by manufactures to get around not complying with the Regulation but still leaving room for Member States to look at these on a case by case basis

Specific Points
· “Examples for product complying to the ecodesign requirements of stage 1” – There are no example listed. Should there be?

· The references to ENERGY STAR are not accurate:

"This mode is comparable to the modes defined under ENERGY STAR as "Standby Level" (Off Mode) for Computers, as "Off Mode/Standby Power" for Monitors, and as "Standby/Off" for Imaging Equipment."

 

should be changed to:

"This mode is comparable to the modes defined under ENERGY STAR as "Off Mode" for Computers, as "Off Mode" for Monitors, and as "Off" mode for Imaging Equipment." 

Terms like "maintenance modes", "auto-on", "sleep" etc. are used in chapter 2. It is very important to state that these terms are not defined in 1275/2008. If used clear reference to the source (like ENERGY STAR etc.) shall be given. Otherwise we will weaken and confuse the definitions on "Standby mode(s)" and "Off mode" extremely.

ICT power management section:

"Currently, many ICT-products have "power management" implementations of a different nature: those products are not automatically powered down to standby- or off-mode, because of the reactivation time that would be required to re-enter an active mode (which can take several minutes). For products that are used frequently, such a reactivation time would not be accepted by the customers, thus industry has designed these products to enter a state of reduced energy consumption that ensures reactivation times acceptable for the users, which, however, are not meeting the definitions of the Regulation. The power management definitions used in ENERGY STAR requirements for imaging equipment are examples of such different types of power management."

--this statement is a little confusing - it's not clear whether this means manufacturers of these products need to change their designs or if they can consider power management as defined within the measure "inappropriate" for their product.  Worth noting also, that for computers for example, the "sleep" mode entered via power management is often as low (and in some cases lower) than the manually entered off mode - and therefore would meet the requirements. 

Rechargeable products such as shavers and toothbrushes. It appears that when
the appliance battery is being trickle charged, this is not regarded as stand-by. Is it right to assume that stand-by is the state when the charger unit is connected to the mains supply but the shaver or toothbrush is not connected to the charger? If this was explicitly stated in the guidance, it would be helpful.

It would also be helpful to understand whether the charger unit for a toothbrush is also regarded as an external power supply covered by 278/2009 given that there isn't usually a physical electrical connection because it's inductive ( We would not want this in the Guidance though)

“Standby” mode(s)
The word reactivation should be removed in the 2nd line as the 2nd bullet point refers to continuous function.

Also a further bullet point on LED not considered covered by this would be helpful.

Editorial point

· Examples for product complying to the ecodesign requirements of stage 2 – The lettering appears to be out sync (left most column) and the A should not be in the headings section but one section down.

· If the above is correct then footnote 3 after the table needs to be checked to ensure consistency with the table.

· The Regulation refers to “standby modes” but the guidance uses “Standby” and “standby mode” – these need changing.

· We assume that once finalised the document will have page numbers and section headings plus the Q & A will be numbered.

I hope that these comments are helpful and once again I will repeat how useful guidance notes like these can be in explaining what can be very technical Regulations.
Yours sincerely

Mike Rimmer
Mike Rimmer
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