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Comments of Finland on the working document on possible eco-design requirements for standby and off-mode electric power consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment

Our general remark is that the scope of the IM is unclear because it remains to certain extent ambiguous to which products the IM will be applied. We note that the scope should be as clear as possible. 
The following comments have been presented by the Finnish industry circles. Our interested parties among Finnish industry are supporting:

- That the Commission intends to establish a fully harmonised scope of the IM. It should be an independent list covering products from annex IB of the WEEE directive as a starting point, but not using a reference to the WEEE-directive.

- That networked standby should be handled in separate vertical IM as Commission has proposed.


- Commission’s proposals that sensor based safety functions should not fall within the scope of the IM, but that e.g. components of an installation, which are meant to be always on, shouldn't either be in the scope (lighting sensors).


- Commission’s proposal for no requirements for hard off. If necessary, hard off should be a part of a vertical IM.


- An extended 5 years time for compliance since the proposed time limits are too brief for certain product groups.
Finnish industry is concerned of the following issues:


- That the definition of the scope is vague and it is not clear which products fall into the scope of this horizontal IM.


- That no quality performance of testing laboratories is set out.



- That standby is used in the definition in the IM, instead of passive standby 
(as in the preparatory study).
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