General remarks on working document

A more uniform approach for the structure and lay-out of all IM should give more clarification (e.g. contrary to street lightning there is not made a clear difference for specific and generic ecodesign requirements).

Explanatory notes are necessary to understand the IM. Will they be included in the future legislation?

Definitions

1.

Reference to the Directive 2002/96/EC is not a good approach for defining the scope of this IM. Both the Directives RoHS and WEEE are being reviewed because one of the current weaknesses is clear determination of their scopes.

What is meant by ‘end user’? Does this exempt the industrial, medical and commercial sector, as mentioned in the explanatory notes? Can office equipment not be considered as an industrial or commercial product? The description of the scope in the explanatory notes and the term ‘end user’ are not clear enough.

What is meant by ‘when marketed for non-household or non-office use’? This is contrary to the title ‘standby and off-mode electric power consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment’.

3.

Is it not better to define “passive standby”? This term is used further in de text.

What if equipment provides both modes; passive standby as well as networked standby?

The definition of standby excludes network reactivity and network integrity functions. (This includes for instance functionalities present in fax machines, cordless phones, WLAN-routers, modems, set-top boxes, printers...). Network reactivity and integrity functions should be included in the definition as a "networked" standby (see preparatory study, task 8). This will avoid the risk of products being excluded of this documents scope because part of their standby power consumption goes to this type of activity .

6.

This needs more clarification. Does the reactivation function include the sleep mode of e.g. computers?

Eco-design requirements and Relation with specific (‘vertical’) IMs (see Explanatory Notes)

In the Explanatory Notes the following is mentioned: "If a product is in the scope both of a vertical and the horizontal IM, the model has to comply both with the horizontal and the vertical IM for affixing the CE mark". This is contrary to what is mentioned under eco-design requirements (priority to vertical measures). What happens if the horizontal measures are more stringent? With which measures the model has to comply?

Annex I: Ecodesign requirements

There is not enough coherence with existing instruments like Code of Conduct, Energy Star, Ecolabel.

Did already an impact assessment take place to determine the transition time?

According IEC 62301 the EuP will be tested in the lowest possible standby or off-mode. It should be the most commonly used standby or off-mode to reflect the actual usage patterns.
The requirement for power management is vague. It is not clear when this comes into force. This requirement will be difficult to implement due to the vague description ‘without prejudice to good engineering practice and unless inappropriate for the intended use’.

Additional recommendations:

We propose that a hard-off switch should be available when there is no evident reason against it. This is in line with the recommendations made in the preparatory study, task 3.

This document only focuses on the technical aspects. Consumer information is also an integral aspect of the solution to increase energy savings and product safety and should therefore be included in this draft.

Explanatory notes

Basic Rationale

Networked standby significantly contributes to electric consumption, but there are not yet clear measurement methods. Is this a good reason for not yet to determine legal requirements?

