Comments from the United Kingdom on the working document on possible eco-design requirements for “standby” and “off-mode” electric power 
consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment
The UK welcomes this proposal for a horizontal implementing measure covering the “off” and “passive standby” modes of electrical and electronic equipment.  We support the broad scope of the proposals and consider that the proposed standards are realistic, but also suitably ambitious. However we consider that the scope of the proposal needs to be more clearly defined and that it would be helpful if the current definitions are brought into line with the definitions used at the global level – most particularly in the (revised) IEC 62301.
Specific Issues

Scope - the UK supports the application of the proposed implementing measure to a wide range of energy using products and believes that many products should already be able to achieve or could be modified in a relatively short space of time to achieve the standards proposed for one year after entry into force of this measure. However we also consider that this measure may not be appropriate for some more complex products and that these should be dealt with in the appropriate product specific ‘vertical’ measures. We also have some concerns about the reference to the product categories specified in Annex 1 of Directive 2002/96/EC, the “WEEE Directive”.  There has been a lot of uncertainty raised by both Member States and stakeholders in respect of the breadth of products covered and included within Annex 1 of the WEEE Directive.  If the WEEE Directive categories are to be used as a model for the scope of this measure, the UK would suggest that it would be better to include that list (or an adapted version of that list) within the formal proposals to be put before the Regulatory Committee.
Power management - we support the inclusion of a generic eco-design requirement to require products to include, (wherever it is feasible to do so), power management facilities to ensure that they can go into “stand-by” mode when they are not performing their main function. However, we do not consider that the current text is enforceable as it is formulated very broadly and thus open to potentially widely differing interpretations. 
Measurement procedure – the updated procedures which will be set out in (revised) IEC 62301 should be adopted as a part of this measure. 

Annex 1 – Eco-design requirements  - the UK supports the “off” and “passive” stand-by levels proposed for one year after entry into force of this implementing measure. However, we believe that while 0.5Watts is a reasonable level for ‘off’ mode further evidence is still needed to support reducing levels to 0.5 Watts for ‘standby mode’ proposed for 3 years after entry into force, both in terms of additional energy savings and cost/benefit.
Compliance provisions -  
the UK considers that from our experience with the EU energy labelling framework directive we need to find a way to simplify and strengthen compliance provisions for implementing measures under EuP. For example, this may be able to be done via provisions which provide more information to enforcement agencies and which place the burden of proof on the manufacturer to demonstrate that their products comply where the enforcement body has evidence which gives reasonable grounds for doubt.  
In our view whilst the compliance procedure proposed here is an improvement on current arrangements under the mandatory energy labelling scheme, we believe that the costs and technical difficulties in proving non-compliance by this method could present a significant barrier to effective enforcement of this policy and, as a consequence, could undermine the Article 95 basis of the framework directive. 
