Comments of the Netherlands

on the working document on possible eco-design requirements for standby and off-mode electric power consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment
The Netherlands welcome the proposal for possible ecodesign requirements for standby and off-mode. In general we agree with the proposed scope and requirements. However, a revision date should be included as required by the Directive. 

Please find in this document our general and specific remarks.
General remarks
Revision date

The document lacks a revision date as required by Annex VII under 9 of Directive 2005/32/EC. Apart from updating the specific requirements for the off-mode and the standby-mode (if necessary and useful), a revision need to pay attention to (amongst others) the following items:

· the scope of the IM, now restricted to household and office equipment;
· the standby definition to include e.g. networked standby.
Relation to IEC62301

Regarding relevant definitions, the proposed IM should be in line with the (revised) IEC62301. The proposed definitions however differ on several aspects with the proposals in IEC62301 from TC59, MT9.
Off-mode: the definition of the off-mode says that the product provides no function. However, this condition is easy to circumvent: is EMC filtering “no function”, is memory retention and history of use “no function”? TC59, MT9 has discussed these aspects in detail and defined the off mode as the status (condition) where the product is connected to the mains and is not providing any standby or active mode function. Of course this needs a definition of the active mode, but this the proposal already provides for under 5 (Main function(s)).
Standby mode: The standby mode definition is not clear about sensor-based functions that are not safety functions.
If  the product has other functions than the 2 functions mentioned under 3, is the product than not in standby, or does it mean that the standby consumption must be measured with these other functions disabled?
What is the use of adding “depending on energy input from the mains power source to work as intended”? A product that has a internal battery to power the microprocessor that receives the signal from the remote control has no standby mode?

The document exempts a number of conditions from being standby, however some of them, e.g. network reactivation functions, are considered (network connected) standby in the revision of IEC62301.
The combination of definition 3 and 6 means that a “on/off” switch (whether soft or hard) on the product is not a reactivation function; which we agree with.
Furhtermore, the measurement procedure – as specified in IEC62301 – is update in the upcoming revision, taking into account experiences from the last years. We advise to use the revised procedure.

Passive standby

Throughout the document the wordings “passive standby” are used; since passive standby is not defined, it is assumed that only “standby” should be read.

Specific remarks
Page 1 (Definitions, scope)

· The Directive already provides a definition of “product”; why is in this IM the word “equipment” used?

· The IM refers to Directive 2002/96/EC, Annex 1B for the definition of the product scope. However, the formulation “with the exception of equipment not corresponding to household and office equipment” leaves too many uncertainties open. An alternative would be to list the categories that are included and explicitly mention the exemptions (within these categories) if necessary. Included would be categories 1, 2, 3 (excluding centralized dataprocessing), 4 and 7 (excluding slot coin machines).

· Why is included that equipment should be “intended for the end-use”? Article 2(1) of the Directive already provides a definition of product which includes the placing on the market/putting into service. Adding “intended for the end-use” seems to be an unnecessary extra restriction.
· Is it correct that the scope is not restricted products connected to single phase mains, i.e. includes 3 phase products?

Page 3

We assume that the requirements under 1 are specific requirements and the requirement under 2 is a generic requirement.

Power management is very important, but we have doubts about the enforcement of this generic requirements. Since this requirement is formulated in a broad way, it is open for different interpretations of enforcement authorities.
Page 4

Energy-using product has a specific meaning in the context of the Directive. The document might want to refer in general to “products”.

Page 5 (Annex II)
This Annex seems to imply that a product has both standby and off mode, whereas in practice a product could have only one or none. Suggestion: add “if applicable” after the first sentence of the second paragraph.

Furthermore, the Annex uses the words “model” and “unit”. Unit refers to a single, individual product tested; We would prefer model to be replaced with “product” (or energy-using product) since it refers to a product that is the scope of the IM and addressed elsewhere in the IM by product.
Page 8 (Verification procedure)

Suggestion to formulate the last sentence of this section more positive: This approach ensures that requirements are met on average while allowing (measurement results from) individual units to deviate from the requirement.
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