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Dear Mr. Brisaer,

Please find in the following the Italian preliminary technical comments on the proposed IM for eco-design requirements for standby and off-mode electric power consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment. 
Although the comments are focused on household appliances, being derived from the experience of Italian experts participating to the EuP preparatory studies on domestic refrigeration and freezers (Lot 13) and domestic dishwashers and washing machines (Lot 14), they are in general applicable to the overall proposed IM. 
1) Definitions

As resulting from the last stakeholder meeting of the Lot 14 study in September 2007, the proposed Lot 6 study definitions of ‘standby’ and ’off-mode’ do not fit with the definitions already agreed for washing machines, and included in the revised standard IEC 60456 (to be submitted to a worldwide voting procedure approval in a few weeks) and later in EN 60456. 
The proposed definitions for some of the so called ‘low power modes’ for washing machines are ‘off-mode’ and ‘left-on mode’. Although there is a certain correspondence with the ‘Lot 6 standby’ or ‘Lot 6 off-mode’ at the basis of the proposed IM, the specific washing machine modes cannot be allocated more precisely, as the knowledge of the function(s) provided in these modes needs to be analysed per model and per mode. 
A detailed description of the differences between the definitions can be found in Lot 14 study documents (www.ecowet-domestic.org).
2) Relationship between vertical (product specific) and horizontal requirements in IM 
There is a contradiction between the statement that "if a product is in the scope both of a vertical and the horizontal IM, the model has to comply both with the horizontal and the vertical IM for affixing the CE mark" and what is mentioned under eco-design requirements which gives priority to vertical measures.
What happens if a vertical measure is implemented later than the horizontal one but with different requirements, then the product should comply initially with the horizontal requirements and later with the requirements of the vertical IM although different? Or with both? 
What if the horizontal requirements are more stringent? 

What if the addressed elements in the vertical IM are different from those addressed in the horizontal IM, being the latter considered not relevant or inappropriate for the specific product?
We believe that when a vertical IM is expected (i.e. when a study has been launched by the Commission) for a product, this product shall be exempted from the compliance with the horizontal IM requirements. The Commission can anyway include in the coming vertical IM those elements previously considered for the horizontal IM.
3) Verification procedure

A detailed analysis of the verification procedures in force in major countries having implemented policy measure for energy efficiency for household appliances has been prepared within the mentioned Lot 13 and Lot 14 studies and will be available in short time on the two websites. The main outcome of this survey (presentations available for download at www.ecocold-domestic.org ) is that a ‘tolerance’ or a ‘verification limit’ is always used, even when the relevant legislation claims that each product unit shall meet the set requirements. 
In some cases, depending on the country and the specific policy measure, this ‘tolerance’ takes care of measurement uncertainty, systematic and random errors and production variability together. 

In other cases only the measurement uncertainty, systematic and random errors of the Testing Laboratory are considered; however, in this second case, a system of accredited Testing Laboratories is put in place, which on one side allows to define and keep at the real minimum the allowed ‘tolerance’ and on the other side guarantees that the error of the selected Testing Laboratory is not larger than the accepted ‘tolerance’. 
The verification procedure described in the proposed IM is a mix of the EU verification procedures for the energy consumption and physical parameters declaration (such as the refrigerator volumes and shelf area), but has no comparison across the world.
4) Measurement method and definition in IEC 62301
Test conditions and measurement system in standard IEC 62301 is under revision, to take into account the experience and experts remarks achieved in the last years worldwide. The revised procedure should be used in both the measurement and the verification actions of the proposed IM.
The definitions in the proposed IM and - above all - in other vertical (product specific) IM should prevail from the IEC/EN 62310 standard to avoid any confusion. 

5) proposed horizontal limits

As already mentioned, we believe that for some products, where a vertical IM will be proposed as outcome of an EuP study, the establishment horizontal limit for some ‘modes’ is critical. Not only because the vertical IM might contain – and justify – different limits, but mainly because a different approach might be followed for the same or similar ‘modes’. 
Following recent decisions taken in USA and Australia, the so called “low power modes” are now introduced in the calculation of the annual energy consumption of appliances – and therefore subject to the relevant policy measures - since the main goal is save energy and improve efficiency, and not to strictly define in which of the modes this energy should be saved. The possibility to evaluate an overall annual energy consumption and to set a new Overall Energy Efficiency Index based on the global annual energy consumption will be jeopardized when horizontal limits are set for some ‘modes’, with lower product differentiation, lower consumer choice and no higher savings.
