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Head of Unit
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Dear M. Brisaer:

On behalf of Natural Resources Canada's (NRCan) Office of Energy Efficiency, below are comments on the plans to establish possible eco-design requirements for standby and off-mode electric power consumption of electrical and electronic household and office equipment sold in the European Union.

As part of its Clean Air Regulatory Agenda Canada has proposed an expansion of its already extensive regime of regulated minimum energy performance standards.  Standby power is an energy use that is considered by this Agenda  
As the market for products to be subject to the proposed requirements is largely a global one and consistent standards contribute to an effective regulatory regime, Canada is supportive of the proposed initiative and encourages the establishment of an eco-design requirement for standby power.

A conservative estimate of 55 watts of standby power per household or 720 MW for Canada was recently calculated.  Furthermore, if all products consuming standby power used only one watt in standby mode, we could reduce this number by 80%.
It is proposed that Canada's regulations for standby power be implemented in two steps, with the first standard being put in place in 2008 to address standby power in consumer electronic devices, followed by a more stringent standard in 2010.  
Canada’s proposed 2010 levels would be equivalent to the eco-design tier 1 levels for standby (passive) mode only. It should be noted that most Canadian equipment does not have an off mode and therefore, no off mode levels are proposed in our Regulations. The detailed levels proposed for Canada are includes in appendix 1 for your information.
The possible tier 2 eco-design requirements for standby power and off-modes presented in the working document (Annex 2) could potentially serve in Canada as more stringent future standards to reduce standby (passive) power to no more than 1W by 2012.
Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

John Cockburn

Chief Standard and Labelling

Office of Energy Efficiency

Natural Resources Canada

TEL: 1- 613 996-4359/ FAX: 1-613-947-5286

Appendix 1
Canada’s proposed levels

	
	2008 (Amendment 11)
	2010 (Amendment 12)

	Compact Audio Product
	≤ 2 W 

≤ 4 W for those w/ clock
	≤ 1W in standby passive mode

≤ 2W for those w/ clock

	Television
	≤ 3 W in standby passive mode
	≤ 1W in standby passive mode

	DVD players/recorders
	≤ 3 W in standby passive mode
	≤ 1W in standby passive mode

≤ 2W for those w/ clock

	Digital TV Adaptor


	≤ 1 W in standby passive mode,

≤ 8 W in active (on)  mode
	

	Telephony -answering machine and cordless phones
	
	≤ 1W in standby passive mode

≤ 2W for those w/ specific 

           auxiliary functions

	External Power Supplies
	≤ 0.5 W in no-load mode
            (output 0 to <10 W)

≤ 0.5 W in no-load mode

            (output ≥10 ≤ 250 W)
	

	Battery Chargers,

Cable and Satellite, Set-Top Boxes
	
	Levels TBD

	Other ENERGY STAR product categories
	
	Under consideration


