Comments on working document regarding the Commission delegated regulation for energy labelling of televisions

Deadlines for implementation in the market
We appreciate the now specified deadline for implementation of the labelling in the market (12 months after publication in the official journal). We believe that this is enough time for the market to prepare for the labelling. 
Tiers for implementation of A+/A++ classes

The timing of the tiers for mandatory  A+/A++ labelling seem to need a revision. The current concept stipulates a start with A-G class in 2011. We realise that A-class has been shifted to the A-20% level what is basically appreciated from our point of view. However even based on this shift due to technological development there are first A+ models (A-40%) already on the market now (e.g. Sharp LC52 LE 700E) and it has to be expected that the A+ class will be significantly populated by the time the label is implemented in the market in 2011.
So there are basically two ways to deal with these developments:

1. Shift of previous classification by 2 classes. Then the labelling could start with A-class for the best products in 2011 (12months after publication).
2. Start the labelling with mandatory A+ class already in 2011 (12 months after publication). This would be a minimum requirement since A+ products will definitely be on the market in significant quantities in 2011.

Shifting the scheme by two classes would be closer to the originally intended approach to start with A-class for the best products on the market when the label is implemented. However this approach is certainly more difficult to negotiate with industry.
Class width above A-level

The current A+++ class level (EEI<0.1) is extremely demanding and probably can not be realised on the basis of currently known technologies. For example for a 46” TV the A+++class would require less than 27,2 Watts energy consumption (please see Figure 1)!
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Figure 1: Examples for TV Power Consumption (for different EEI values)

Therefore it could make sense to reduce class width above A to some extent to set realistic targets which can be reached with new technologies in the foreseeable future (please see Table 2, Trade-off Concept). In case the A level is set to the previous A-40% level the levels for A+/A++ could be revised to a class width of 0,18 ≤ EEI < 0,21 for A+, 0,15 ≤ EEI < 0,18 for A++ and EEI < 0,15 for A+++. This approach considers a relative improvement to the previous class of 16,7% (14,3% resp. 16,0%) and will give incentives for manufacturers. 
Shifting A class to EEI range of below 0,3 is recommended as current top efficient TVs have already reached an EEI below 0,30 (please see Figure 2). Further technology development will easily set EEIs < 0,25 in the expected timeframe for the regulation’s entry into force, then populating the energy efficiency class A.
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Figure 2: Power consumption measurement of recent TV models (Source: Swiss S.A.L.T.-study ‘Vergleichstest von Best-Fernsehgeräten’, http://www.topten.ch/uploads/images/download-files/091117_Vergleichstest_TV.pdf; January 2010)

We would like to draw attention to fact, that the concept originally proposed in the working document stipulates relative improvement steps between the top classes A+++, A++ and A+ of 50 %(!), 33 % and 25 % compared to the steps in the lower classes of approx. 20 % (please see Table 1). This is probably not in good agreement with the increasing technological challenge at the top end.
Table 1: Energy efficiency class of a television as proposed in working document

	Energy Efficiency Class
	Energy Efficiency Index
	Improvement compared to previous class in [%]

	A +++
	EEI < 0,10
	50!

	A ++
	0,10 ≤ EEI < 0,20
	33!

	A +
	0,20 ≤ EEI < 0,30
	25

	A
	0,30 ≤ EEI < 0,40
	20

	B
	0,40 ≤ EEI < 0,50
	22

	C
	0,50 ≤ EEI < 0,64
	20

	D
	0,64 ≤ EEI < 0,80
	20

	E
	0,80 ≤ EEI < 1,00
	17

	F
	1,00 ≤ EEI < 1,20
	

	G (least efficient)
	1,20 ≤ EEI 
	


Table 2: Energy efficiency class of a television as proposed in working document

	
	Concept “20 % relative improvement per class”
	
	Trade off-concept

	Energy Efficiency Class
	Energy Efficiency Index
	Improvement compared to previous class in [%]
	
	Energy Efficiency Index
	Improvement compared to previous class in [%]

	A +++
	EEI < 0,13
	20,0
	
	EEI < 0,15
	16,7

	A ++
	0,13 ≤ EEI < 0,17
	20,0
	
	0,15 ≤ EEI < 0,18
	14,3

	A +
	0,17 ≤ EEI < 0,21
	20,0
	
	0,18 ≤ EEI < 0,21
	16,0

	A
	0,21 ≤ EEI < 0,26
	20,0
	
	0,21 ≤ EEI < 0,25
	16,7

	B
	0,26 ≤ EEI < 0,33
	20,0
	
	0,25 ≤ EEI < 0,30
	25,0

	C
	0,33 ≤ EEI < 0,41
	20,0
	
	0,30 ≤ EEI < 0,40
	20,0

	D
	0,41 ≤ EEI < 0,51
	20,0
	
	0,40 ≤ EEI < 0,50
	21,9

	E
	0,51 ≤ EEI < 0,64
	20,0
	
	0,50 ≤ EEI < 0,64
	20,0

	F
	0,64 ≤ EEI < 0,8
	
	
	0,64 ≤ EEI <0,8
	

	G (least efficient)
	0,8 ≤ EEI
	
	
	0,8 ≤ EEI
	


Size of the label

It has been indicated by several stakeholders that a label size of 60x120mm is to large for labelling of small screens. We also support this view. However we propose in any case to maintain a larger size than other labels/information which are currently used on TVs (HD etc.). The label should be of a size that allows easy identification of all information provided and for a smaller size design proportions of main information may have to be revised (e.g. class).
Thomas Bogner, Bernd Schäppi
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