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Attn: Mr Ismo Gronroos-Saikkala




    9th September 2008
Unit 4 

Energy Efficiency of Products & Intelligent Energy - Europe

Directorate General for Energy & Transport
European Commission
Dear Mr Gronroos-Saikkala
Eco-Design of Energy Using Products Directive, (EuP) Lot 11: Fans
The Fan Manufacturer’s Association in the UK states to you in this letter our support, in principle, of the proposals outlined in the European Commission’s study, EUP Lot 11: fans for ventilation in non-residential buildings, final report, February 2008.  We would like to propose some minor changes such as increasing the minimum efficiency of some product categories and propose changes to the document Annexe 2, Working document on possible eco-design requirements for ventilation of fans.
The Fan Manufacturer’s Association in the UK represents the interests of 32 member companies, many of which manufacture and supply fans for the non-residential building sector.  The Fan Manufacturer’s Association was active during the European Commission’s study into Lot 11, fans.  

The Fan Manufacturer’s Association had issues with some recommendations during the study period, but it accepts most of the proposals of the study.  We have concerns with the Working document on possible eco-design requirements for ventilation of fans, as units of measure and methods of measurement are unclear.  We fear that this will lead to unscrupulous manufacturers finding ways around meeting the spirit of this Directive.  
The Fan Manufacturer’s Association was instrumental in suggesting an international fan standard on fan efficiency classification and is working towards producing this document.  We strongly recommend the EU Commission incorporates that document within its implementing measures. 

Referring to the detail in the Working document on possible eco-design requirements for ventilation of fans, we would like to comment and make proposals as follows:

· Annexe 1 Ecodesign requirements, 
· Minimum efficiency requirements by January 1st 2010.  We believe that this would be difficult to achieve not just by fan manufacturers but also for local Governments to implement.  We would suggest that the date is 2012.  
· We agree with minimum efficiency line MEL 1.

· We agree with minimum efficiency line MEL 2.

· We propose a higher minimum efficiency line for centrifugal forward curved fans with housing compared to MEL 3.  We have called this minimum line FMEG40 according to the new proposed ISO12759 fan efficiency standard.  The attached spreadsheet shows the difference between FMEG40 and MEL 3.
· We propose a slight reduction in the minimum energy efficiency line for category MEL 4, centrifugal backward curved free-wheel fan.  We propose line FMEG55 according to the proposed ISO12759 fan efficiency standard. 
· We propose a slight increase in the minimum efficiency of category MEL 5, centrifugal backward curved with housing.  We propose curve FMEG58 according to the proposed ISO12759 fan efficiency standard.
· We propose a significantly different minimum efficiency line for category MEL8 crossflow fans.  The proposed MEL8 is not practical and is unachievable by crossflow fans. We propose line FMEG10 according to proposed ISO12759 fan efficiency standard. 
· We suggest increasing the minimum efficiency lines by 2% in 2017.
· Further increases can be easily implemented by using the efficiency lines with the proposed ISO12759 standard that are graduated in 1% increments.

· Categories MEL6 and MEL7, box fans and roof fans, should be removed as these are not fans.  These are finished products where fans are used.  They should be covered in a different Lot.

· Annexe 2, measurement and calculation method for ventilation fans.
· We have discussed our proposals with UK Government officials who advised us that it is unlikely that you would make reference to a draft International Standard. If you could we believe that the proposed ISO Standard would make this section clearer.  Assuming that the ISO Standard cannot be referred to in this section then we would suggest some additional information to explain how the product is measured.  

· Make reference to using stagnation pressure with reference to ISO5801.

· The product definition of fan, transmission and motors should be clearly described, e.g. ‘driven fan’ according to the new ISO standard.  
· Terminology is used that is not defined, for example, ‘efficiency of product’ whereas ISO5801 would refer to ‘overall efficiency’. 
· This section does not clearly explain the differences between impeller only and complete fan and motor.  

· This section needs to clarify how chart 1 is used.

Referring to the above proposals, we have attached a revised Working Document on possible Eco-Design requirements for Ventilation of Fans.  We have taken the liberty of adding some extra text to add clarity.  We have also taken the liberty of adjusting tables 1 and 2 to show the proposed minimum efficiency lines. Amendments are in blue text.
We unfortunately were unable to attend the consultation forum you held in July because we were not aware of the consultation until 2 days before.  If the EU Commission holds any future meetings on this Lot and Fans we would be very grateful if you could inform us so that we can make suitable representation.
If you need any further information regarding the topic of this letter please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Yours sincerely

Geoff M Lockwood

Chairman of the Fan Manufacturers Association

+44(1245) 456505






