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Rising electricity consumption:
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Zanzibar (Unguja and Pemba) Unguja Island 
electricity grid



 Electricity as guiding thread

1880s: House of Wonder 
Zanzibar Town

2000: Electrified villages



Zanzibar, 2007Zanzibar, 2007

 66% 66% electricityelectricity  accessaccess in rural areas ( in rural areas (NORAD-NORAD-
financedfinanced  interventionintervention 1986 to present) 1986 to present)

 UngujaUnguja: 20% (11 000) : 20% (11 000) ofof rural  rural householdshouseholds
have have obtainedobtained  connectionconnection

 Uroa:  54% Uroa:  54% connectedconnected
 AppliancesAppliances: from : from noveltynovelty ( (dangerousdangerous) to) to

normalnormal
 OnlyOnly male  male ownersowners  ofof  appliancesappliances



Evening gathering point



Driving Driving forcesforces

 AvailabilityAvailability
 LightLight, , informationinformation, , educationeducation, , entertainmententertainment

((””to to relaxrelax””: : newnew  meaningmeaning))
 CleanlinessCleanliness and  and convenienceconvenience
 ReducedReduced  costscosts in  in thethe  longlong term term
 SafetySafety
 SocialSocial  differentiationdifferentiation and  and coherencecoherence
 ExternalExternal  influencesinfluences: : peoplepeople, , objectsobjects, images,, images,

ideologiesideologies ( (IslamicIslamic and Western) and Western)



UroaUroa by night by night



Keeping electrical appliances 
(among accessible homes with electricity, n=131) 
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Electric lighting inside

For reading, working,
socialising at night

“Brighter”, nicer, cheaper –
but higher installation costs



The scripts of technologies:
Electricity, heat and building materials

The trap of spiraling
consumption

patterns

State: Increased control 



Use of freezers



Not in use



ConsequencesConsequences  ofof  electrificationelectrification
((realmrealm  ofof  foodfood))

 More More choiceschoices, time is speeding , time is speeding upup
 To To relaxrelax: : newnew  contentcontent
 NumberNumber  ofof  mealsmeals  preparedprepared  dailydaily: from 3 to 2: from 3 to 2

 Less Less fuelwoodfuelwood  consumedconsumed
 WomenWomen’’ss  workwork  loadload  reducedreduced

   Electric light and television indirect causes
for reduction of meals



The negotiations continue



ConsequencesConsequences

 Despite a turn towards Despite a turn towards ‘‘cleanclean’’ energy: energy:
environmental challengesenvironmental challenges

 Electricity used for consumption (rather thanElectricity used for consumption (rather than
production)production)

 New media and communication: el a driving forceNew media and communication: el a driving force
in itselfin itself

 In line with local perceptions of In line with local perceptions of ‘‘moving forwardmoving forward’’,,
but notably on peoplebut notably on people’’s own (negotiated) termss own (negotiated) terms





Information meeting, Uzi village, Unguja, Zanzibar, July 2005



Explaining the benefits and the challenges related to
the use of electricity, Uzi village, July 2005


